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A CRITICAL STUDY OF POST-INDEPENDENCE PERIOD AND WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

INITIATIVES

Dr. Chavan Ashok D., LRW ACS College, Sonpeth, Dist. Parbhani 431515 (MH)

Introduction:

Inallthe countries of the world, the factor 'of women has been continuously neglected. Even till
~ the 20th century, no one looked seriously at women's liberation and women's empowerment. But in
the last decade of the 20th century, the question became of universal interest. In the post-
. independence period, the women's movement has concerned itself with alarge number of issues such
. as dowry, women's work, price rise, land rights, political participation of women, Dalit women, and
k max;ginalized women's rights, growing fundamentalism, and women's representation. The thought of

this factor in the social system is now effectively coming in front of researchers, students, scholars, and
. politicians and their reactions and thoughts on it have started to be looked at seriously. Due to the
patriarchal society in most countries of the world, the social and cultural system that directly and
. indirectly supports the interests of the male class has become stronger day by day. The reality of gender
- discrimination between men and women, which is based on the principle of diversity in nature, has
been transformed into the unequal status and unequal practices, and from this, practices, thoughts,
and studies that are favorable to men and unfavorable to women have become the norm. By analyzing
this reality, the literature highlighting the fallacy of this unequal practice and suggesting measures to
change this situation is coming forward effectively. This is why the concept of women's empowerment
has come forward. Commenting on this question, Devi Sumati has said that, Women's Educational and
economic status:

Towards Equality Report, in 1974, the report of the Committee on the Status of Women in India

titled "Towards equality" is significant in the debate on women's issues in India. The findings of the
. Committee provided evidence for the decline in women's employment owing to technological changes
| and biases on the part of employers. The committee was of the view that all the stakeholders like the
| government, employers, and trade unions viewed women as primary homemakers and not as the
Ebreadwinners. It highlighted the neglect of women's economic roles who work for the survival of the

family. When they work as wage laborers they earn fewer wages than men. To correct this inequality
' government passed the Equal Remuneration Act (1976). However, this legislation remains ineffective.
‘Government's response: In the late 1970s, the government started to create women's cells within a few
" ministries like Rural Development, Labour, and Human Resource Development to address the issues
“about women. In the late 1980s, the government came up with a National Perspective Plan for Women
(1988-2000). This national plan made several recommendations for the legal, economic, social, and
political status of women. The government also appointed a National Commission on self-employed
Women to look into the issues concerning women employed in the informal sector who do not get
protection from Labour Laws like maternity benefits, childcare facilities, equal wages, etc.
A The 73rd and 74th amendment to the Constitution which was passed in 1993 provides for
.33% reservation in panchayats, panchayat samiti, zilla parishads, and local body institutions.
1 The Government also constituted the National Commission for Women in 1992 to look into the

ues concerning women's rights and the promotion of their empowerment. It is a 6 statutory body

i
ked to provide advice to the government on women's issues.1

——

Hyp othesis: "In the post-independence period, there were several initiatives that worked for the

ancipation of women": . Lo o
A hypothesis is the proposed explanation for an event. For a hypothesis to be a scientific
thesis, a scientific method is required so that an individual can test it. Although the terms

: ientifi i ameasa
YPothesis" and "theory" are often used interchangeably, scientific assumptions are not thes
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nd skills someé assumptions have beep,

scientific theory. The need for education to acquire knowledge a

used for thisresearch article.2

Infiiian women have made economic progress since independ?“;e'

Afterindependence, the condition of Indian women isimproving. 4

After independence, various schemes are being implemented for the development of Indian women,

Women in Maharashtra are progressing after independence.

Research Methodology: - " Hodology. This s
I select descriptive and analytical research metho . i

secondary data. The rezuired data halv%:et been collected from various RepQI'tS. ]Oumallls' anﬁ bl00ks. For

this presentresearch paper research have selected descriptive and analytical researchmythology.

Objectives of the Study: (s th

The objective of the study is to highlight "In the POSt'independence Be e i \}:/ere several
initiatives which worked for the emancipation of women". I eXpress an opinion on the following
objective of the research paper.

e Tostudy the economic progress of Indian womena

e Tostudy the status of Indian women after independence. :

e To study the various schemes for the development of Indian women after independence.

e Tostudythe progress of women in Maharashtra after independence. '

"Gender bias and discrimination against women begins from the day the female ehx]d is born
since an overwhelming preference in our society is bestowed on the male child, poor childhood care
neglect of education and lack of other supporting factors adversely affect the growth and personality of
women. Economic dependence, dowry, violence against women, and many other socio-psychological
factors make her position more vulnerable and prone to exploitation. That is why the empowerment of
women is very necessary and is the most discussed term now a day, and ithas many dimensions suchas
inheritance and ownership of property, sexuality, and equality in all social, economic, and political
spheres. Empowerment of women refers to creating a situation in which they can decide their destiny
and also participate as equal partners in various developmental activities." That is, from the birth ofa
woman, she was discriminated against and ignored.3 Women in India now participate fully in areas
such as education, sports, politics, media, art and culture, service sectors, science, technology, etc.
Economic and Social Empowerment places women and girls in a stronger position. Women's and girls'
Economic Empowerment gives a voice in decision-making processes. In addition to addressing the
gender wage gap challenge, financial empowerment can be fostered through multiple pathways.
Having a bank or a savings account that a woman can use by herself is a major aspect of a woman's
financial security. Similarly, property ownership is a factor that greatly contributes to a woman's
financial autonomy. With greater financial security, women are in a position to make decisions on their
own, utilize their agency, and enhance not just their own lives but also the household. As shown over
the two rounds of N_FHS 4 (2015-16) and NFHS 5 (2019-21) in figure 18, the percentage of women
havinga l_)ank or savings account that they use hasincreased substantially - from 53% to 78.6%. States
such as Bihar, Odisha, Medhya Pradesh, Mampur, and Karnataka, improved significantly in terms of the
percentage of women with bank or savings accounts. Women owning a house and/or land (alone 0f
jointly with others) have also witnessed an increase from 38.4% to 43% from 2015 to 2021. Many
stetes and UTs perfox_'meq poorly. on. this measure, with states such as Maharashtra, Delhi, Andaman &
Nlcobar Islands registering a dip in t.he percentage of women owning property. Considering the
immense progress that India is making in reforming the property rights of women, the increase on thi
front is a welcome trend. In line with the discussion on the linkage between pro ’ert(;r :wnership and
Jesser vulnerability to acts of domesticviolence, India should aim to further boost_rt’his trend.

India:

tudy is mainly based g,

fter independence.

India is an eastern country, and the social conditions common in the east and the complet®
independence of women are also foupd in India. Egypt, Arab countries, Portugal, Spain, etc. Due t0 the
influence of the ideologies of the nations, some customs arose here. For their se'lfishne:ss t.here was 2
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unde.rcoating them. When it comes to women's freedom, you
are sgld to be fit for slavery. It is admirable that women used the
pendence. Upper-class women used to

‘ =44, T » one of the major benefits of joining the women's movement was that
[women's voices soon reache

participatein the Satyagraha movement.

B . .

P .The research work dgne by the special committee and the detailed report published based on it

| 1s very important to c.leterrpme the status of women in India. On the one hand, it sheds light on how
common women are in their experiences of development; on the other hand, it also shows how class,

’

notso much security. So they have to work under constant pressure and fear. If you look at the schemes
¢ nounced by the government in reality, those schemes are seen only on paper. Despite various
schemes and laws to advance women in every field, their status is not equal today. The main reason for
1is is that even today women are not treated equally in this society based on male-dominated culture.
Until the mentality of society changes, there will be no change in the position and status of women,
Women who can be counted on the fingers are coming forward.
3 Women's issues are different in every society. These questions came up in various ways. In the
ieveloped countries, women became aware early and fought for it, but in the underdeveloped
women's issues came to the fore for along time. Even though there were already numerous

€ society and the government by creating a women's movement. Women's movements in every
iNtry towards women's issues Tried to focus everyone's attention. Women's issues started being
Cussed at the national level as well as at the global level. Therefore, the international joint
nization was forced to take note of this and at the global level, 'International Women's Day AD.
' ,bl‘ating itin the year 1975, created sympathy for women. After that 1975 to 1985 was celebrated as
& Women's Decade'. During this period, attempts were made to solve the dilemma of women's issues
‘, then gradually increased women's organizations globally by organizing women's conferences at
= Blobal level. On the occasion of the Women's Decade, this issue started to be discussed in the
t"y Empathizing with women's issues, these issues came to global attention. Women started
~KIng out in these conferences against oppression. The problems of women in each country's

)
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Dueé to this women's movement, sh,
and we also have the righttolive ag,,
nd developing countries, womep,

society were different. Those questions started being raised here.
E‘)t the form of rights. They started saying that we are also hurlnand .
uman. Therefore, today in almost all developed, underdeveloped, <
have got equal rights th};ough the constitutio‘:l, which has to be considered f: suC:ﬁzs (:)fi ;}:eo‘;vo_men's
movement. Initially, the question was viewed sympathetically. Afte’r that, from e ;)k n V.lew of
human rights, it got the form of a right. In India too, the women's movemen ape in thjg
background.
Financial constraints:

Financial independence or automatic income is largely a source of empowerment fOF Women,
Because it is important to put women on their feet and make them worthy. The partlcilpatlon of labor
unions in India is very little. According to the 1991 census, in the state (_)f l?lhar, only 15 percent of
women's trade union participation is compared to 48 percent of men, Whl_le in Uttar Pradesh only 1,
percent of women's trade unions are compared to 50 percent of men. It is a matter of concern that
women's participation in trade unions is so low for women's empowerment. The main reason for thjs
low ratio is the increasing proportion of women workers in the agricultu.ral sector. Due to this,
unskilled work, low wages, and seasonal and irregular work are also mainly cited as reasons for non-
participation in women's organizations.

The government declared the year 2001 as '"Women's Empowerment and Empowerment Year'
and actively accelerated the empowerment of all women. Tried to provide financial support to earning
women by giving special exemptions in income tax. Also, the government has taken up some schemes
for the empowerment of women in families below the poverty lineinrural areas.

Although the country has made progress in various fields in the post-independence period, it
has not achieved much in eradicating poverty. The main reason for this is that government banks in
rural areas, and NGOs are the components of the scheme, and their influence is reduced. Women do not
get enough credit. So it cannot progress well. Even after the government declared 2001 as the year of
empowerment, women cannot work due to a lack of economic freedom, and ignorance. This step of
financial self-reliance is still a long way for an Indian woman. The humiliating treatment, gender
discrimination, and oppression in the workplace do not lead to real economic empowerment of
women.

Global empowerment efforts:

CEDAW (Convention Elimination of all forms of Discrimination Against Women) is a very
important international document from the point of view of women about the violation of all forms of
discrimination against women. The document was accepted by the international organization. The
Commission on Women was established by the United Nations to determine the rights of women. Since
then this commission has been working on women's issues. This document was approved by the
United Nations General Assembly on 18 December 1979. India signed this document on 9 July 1993.
Also in AD, the year 1975 was declared as the 'Women's Decade’ by the United Nations. Women's issues
were considered at the global level. Therefore, every country's government and NGOs were forced to
take some decisions to take concrete steps regarding women's awareness. Declaring the Women's
Decade forced the ?ulers, ru'lers, and.voluntary organizations to think about women's issues and plan
activities. Along with America, Russia, Japan, Sweden, Norway, and Israel, steps were taken from the
point of view of women's issues and their equal rights in India. The effect of this can be seen at the
global level.

World Commission on Women:

During the session of the V\(orld Commission on Women held in New York from 28 February
200.0 'to 2 March 2000,. Ka Nanadi Croatla v.vas appointed as the newly elected Chairperson, and
Christine Gila was appointed as the Vice Chairperson. This Women's Commission has been created
mainly for therole of women.

Apart from this, four World Wprqen’s Conferences have been held so far to address women's issues and
aseminar of the World Commission on Women was held in June 2000.
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The Government of India acted upon the resolution of the World Council of Nairobi. The
‘National Policy Plan 1988-2000'

has drafted several women's welfare schemes related to the
development program in line with the Nairobi Resolution. 'Shram Shakti 1988’ is a report on self-

employment and informal employment of women and contains several suggestions to improve the
| presentsituation. Therefore, it is €Xpected to improve the status of women. Aresolution was passed in
| the SAARC Conference on

Girl Children for the period 1991 to 2000. In it, the policy was designed

The Government of India has made policy
problems of women and implemented such decisions.
Laws relating to women Laws:

i i hanged completely. Women were

Today after the independence of India, the status of women ¢ : ;
given equal sZatus atthe nationallevel in all respects. In short, in the post-mdepenfience era, t'he Indian
Overnment has been striving for the all-around development of women by 1mp1emeptmg many
j tives for women's liberation and economic progress. Itis a matter of pride to have a tribal woman
dentin India today.
\{ { . . . .

xrer;::r')s_ //www. gktoday.in/topic/womens-initiatives-in-the-post-mdependence-penod/amp/
' https:/ /www.shabdkosh.com/ dictionary/eng]ish-ma}rathl/hypothe31]s_/.. e
B Dr. Na.ndini Women's Question and Farmers' Association / 25, Alfa Publication, .
h‘ Kavi Madhz;vi Women's Welfare and Development, p.56
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